
WHS Students and Parents 

I hope you are all enjoying the sunny first day of our long weekend. It was great to have 
students back in the building this Wednesday, and with more students returning from 
remote learning to in-person classes every day, the school is really starting to wake up 
and almost feel “normal” again. Cohort 2 students will get their chance for an 
additional in-person day next Wednesday, and then we are looking forward to having 
everyone together all week after spring break. We will be sharing “Day 1 need to know” 
information with students in school next week and emailing it home at the end of the 
week so that everyone is well-informed and prepared for the full return. 

Now for this week’s update: 

NEASC Accreditation Visit: Our re-accreditation visit from the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges wrapped up on Wednesday afternoon. Between 
Sunday and Wednesday, members of the visiting team observed 68 classes and met 
with more than 75 faculty and staff members, 30 students, the Board of Education, and 
central office and school-level administrators. Although it will be months before we 
receive the final evaluation report from the NEASC, I do want to share one quote from 
the chair of the visiting team when she met with the faculty Wednesday afternoon: 
“WHS has done an outstanding job over the last 13 months, and we know that because 
your students tell us they feel safe, they feel loved, and they feel valued by all of you.”  

I am sure the final report will have suggestions for areas we should work on – NEASC 
reports always do – but if that was the initial conclusion they reached after a week 
studying our school, we should all be proud of the remarkable WHS faculty and staff. 

Full Return Survey: Parents and guardians – if you have already completed the survey 
to indicate your schedule choice for after Spring Break, thank you! And if you haven’t 
done so yet, please read the attached information on the In-Person and Remote 
options  Return Options 3-26-21.pdf and then complete a separate survey for each of your 
children enrolled at WHS right away. We need this information by Monday morning to 
move forward with our return planning. The link to the survey is here: 
https://forms.gle/QCFU4wD32WhvuTbDA 

School-Day PSAT for Gr. 9 and 10, April 21: On Wednesday, April 21, we will be 
giving the PSAT assessment to all students in our 9th and 10th grade classes. All students 
in those grades, both in-person and remote learners, should report to school for these 
assessments. We will follow an early release schedule for these students, and it will be 
an asynchronous remote learning day for our students in 11th and 12th grade.  

We have had some questions about why we want all of our Gr. 9 and 10 students to 
take the PSAT, particularly if their current plans do not include college. The reason is 
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simple, and it has little to do with college plans. The PSAT results give us detailed 
information about which literacy and math skills our students excel at, and which areas 
they are not as strong at yet. We use this information to help us improve our 
instructional practices and to ensure that all of our students, whether college-bound or 
otherwise, graduate from WHS as well-educated and prepared for their future plans as 
possible. 

Have a great weekend, stay socially distant, and Go LANCERS! 

Andre Hauser 

WHS Principal 

 


